HAMPSHIRE TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

MEETING MINUTES

July 20th, 2011

Called to Order: At 6:07 p.m., Commissioners Greg Stebbins and Betsy Gross were the only

Commissioners in attendance and therefore this was not an official meeting, but continued with reports

to Stebbins and Gross from staff members.

Commissioners Present: Greg Stebbins -President, Betsy Gross- Commissioner

Commissioners Absent: Eileen Fleury -Vice President, Arlene Larmon- Commissioner, Aaron Kelly -

Commissioner

Staff Present: Robert Whitehouse- Executive Director, Jason Schlieben- Athletics and Safety

Director, Patti Prill-Finance/Human Resources Director, Rosemary Kesse- Director of Youth Education,

Stephanie Weber- Program Supervisor

Approval of Agenda: With no quorum the meeting continued with discussion only.

Approval of Minutes: The June meeting minutes will be approved at the next meeting on August 17th.

Citizen’s to be Heard: None

Director’s Report: Executive Director Robert Whitehouse completed both the Freedom of Information

and the Open Meeting Act online training through the Office of the Attorney General on June 27th and

June 29th. Both trainings required annually for the appointed Freedom of Information Act Information

Officer. Whitehouse has put the training on the Director’s Calendar for the future.

Whitehouse reported that the Coon Creek Committee has turned in all necessary paperwork for the Bruce

Ream Park Rental for the Coon Creek Days Festival. The committee has inquired about having a bonfire

on the first night of the festival. Whitehouse told the committee they would need a permit from the fire

department, and he has also told them the only locations to hold the fire at the park, are the dirt infield on

a little league field or on the basketball court that will eventually be removed.

The Lions Club has turned in nessescary paperwork to hold the circus at Bruce Ream Park on August

16th, 2011.

Whitehouse reported that the Hampshire Park District has been awarded an Illinois Youth Recreation

Corps grant for $12, 000 to employ 4 youth for the remainder of summer. The employees must be between

the ages of 16-19 and work in the months of June, July, August with other parameters such as the youth

cannot have any prior connections to the park district. Whitehouse has done no further work on the Pepsi

Refresh grant as this grant is not a good fit for our community at this time.

Whitehouse has been in contact with NIU to research the possibility of joining with the University for an

Internship Program. After discussion with NIU, interns would not work for free, the average hourly pay

rate is between $11-$12 per hour.

Whitehouse meet with Keith Hinz from School District 300 to discuss use of the Gary D. Wright

Elementary School Gym. Hinz agrees to let us use the gym for rentals again as we did in the past.

Whitehouse has a park rental request for a party from Kathy Leonard whose husband as just returned

from Afghanistan. Leonard requested a discount on the fee rental since the party is to celebrate her

husband’s return home. Whitehouse suggested having Leonard use the park for free as long as no one

else requests to rent the park that day as a paying customer. Stebbins and Gross agreed.

Staff Reports:

Director of Youth Education: Preschool Director Rosemary Kesse shared photos from the preschool’s summer camps. Kesse has added a new fall enrichment program to her schedule called Fun Fridays and the Cook n’ Craft program is being reintroduced as well. Kesse has hired 2 of the grant workers for help at the preschool this summer. The maintenance crew has been busy this summer with outside and inside projects on the preschool building, the parking lot needs to be sealed. The preschool will be in the Coon Creek Country Days parade, children and staff have been working on the float. The 3 day Little Learner class has been filled for the fall.

Financial/Human Resource Director: Patti Prill reported that as of the meeting all 4 of the grant funded

positions have been hired. Prill is prepared for our annual audit, Auditor Paul King is scheduled to begin

the audit on August 8th. Prill stated to date there is $3,000 in the WebTrac account. Prill also mentioned

Governor Quinn no longer requires the park district to publish the Treasurer’s Report.

Athletic and Safety Director: Schlieben reported that 16 out of the 48 lights at the Bruce Ream Park

Adult Softball Field are out, it’s been 20 years since the lights were installed. The cost to replace the

lights is too costly for the budget of the Adult Softball program of $2k in FY12. Schlieben will survey the

adult softball team captains to discuss 4 options in hopes that the league can run without lights. The 4

options are to spend the 6-10K to fix the lights, move the league to Sunday Afternoons, move the league to

multiple days with 2 games a night not requiring use of lights, or continue as is and hope no more

necessary lights go out.

Program Supervisor: Stephanie Weber has gathered information for the fall programs. A Pilates/yoga

class will be added to the schedule this fall, Stebbins suggests contacting the Weight Watchers program to

see if there participants have interest in joining our fitness programs. Work on the Coon Creek Classic

race continues, the race shirts have been ordered.

Old Business: The park district sent a letter to the Hampshire Little League requesting the league to

inventory their property at Bruce Ream Park and respond with their intentions for the property.

Hampshire Little League’s Jim Del Re has responded with the inventory and the league intends to do witheach items. Some items will be donated to the park district and others will be removed. Whitehouse suggests if items need to be removed that Del Re coordinate removal with staff to insure no activities conflict or safety issues exist.

Adjournment: At 7:05 p.m. the meeting concluded.
