HAMPSHIRE TOWNSHIP PARK DISTRICT

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

June 15th, 2011

Called to Order: At 6:00 p.m., President, Greg Stebbins called the Board Meeting to

order on Wednesday, June 15th, 2011.

Arlene Larmon returned the book titled “Get on Board”.

Commissioners Present: Greg Stebbins- President, Aaron Kelly- Commissioner, Arlene

Larmon- Commissioner

Commissioners Absent: Eileen Fleury- Vice President, Betsy Gross- Commissioner

Staff Present: Robert Whitehouse- Executive Director, Patti Prill- Human

Resources/Finance Director, Jason Schlieben- Athletics/Safety Director, Stephanie Weber-

Program Supervisor

Approval of Agenda: Arlene Larmon made a motion to approve the agenda with adding a

discussion about Dorothy Schmidt Park Port – A- Potty. Motion Seconded by Aaron Kelly.

Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Approval of Minutes: Arlene Larmon made a motion to approve minutes from the May 18th,

2011 Board of Commissioners Meeting. Seconded by Aaron Kelly. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0

Nays, 0 Abstain

Arlene Larmon made a motion to acknowledge record of the meetings minutes for the Working

Board Meeting on June 1st, 2011, no meeting due to lack of quorum. Seconded by Aaron Kelly.

Motion passed by 2 Ayes, 0 nays, Greg Stebbins abstained.

Arlene Larmon made a motion to not yet release and review again in December the minutes from

the October 20th, 2011 Executive Session. Seconded by Aaron Kelly. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0

Nays, 0 Abstain

Aaron Kelly made a motion to release the minutes from the February 16th, 2011 Executive

Session. Seconded by Arlene Larmon. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Treasurer’s Report: Finance Director Patti Prill pointed out the new line item on the

Treasurer’s Report titled Webex to show online registration. Aaron Kelly asked why referees are not directly paid from the park district, as Roger Gross was given a check for $153 to pay the referees. Athletic Director Jason Schlieben explained the park district normally pays the

referees directly and that lacrosse was a first time program and the correct procedure has been

explained to Gross and will correct procedure will be in affect form this point on. Kelly

also questioned why the park district paid for a semi-annual check for rooftop repairs at the preschool

and it was taken out of the Capital Repairs budget and not the Preschool budget. Executive Director

Robert Whitehouse explained that the park district builds funds for repairs such as rooftop repairs for the

preschool. Whitehouse is still able to track the repairs as an expense to the preschool.

Arlene Larmon made a motion to approve the May 2011 Treasurer’s Report. Seconded by Aaron Kelly. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Payment of the Bills: Aaron Kelly made a motion to approve checks approved at the meeting

June 15th, 2011. Seconded Arlene Larmon. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Arlene Larmon made a motion to approve checks released between Meetings. Seconded by Aaron Kelly. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Approval of Transfers: Aaron Kelly made a motion to approve a total of $105,000.00.

Seconded by Arlene Larmon. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Citizens to be Heard: None

Director’s Report: Executive Director Robert Whitehouse welcomed Civil Engineer John

Whitehouse from Engineering Enterprises Inc. to the meeting. John Whitehouse was in

attendance to share information on the parks layout and discuss the issue of the Bruce Ream

Park flooding and explain how the park district can fix the flooding problem. John Whitehouse

suggests developing a concept plan with acqurate topographic data to move forward. John

Whitehouse will develop the plan free of charge. The project may be in plans for the FY2013

Budget

The Vintage Baseball game was held on Sunday, June 5th at Seyller Park was a success. The

game was sponsored by the Hampshire Historical Society and the Park District Foundation.

Whitehouse gave copies of the Courier Newspaper article from the game to the Board. The game

was great PR for the park district. The Hampshire High School National Honors Society

volunteered to act as vendors during the game.

Whitehouse reported that the Park District Foundation is interested in exploring the possibility

of creating a Disc Golf course at Seyller Park, the Foundation would fund the project. Larmon

suggests exploring the idea as long as the course will not interfere with the open space at the

park and the sledding hill. The Board directed Whitehouse to continue to explore the Disc Golf

course with Foundation. Whitehouse will let the Foundation know to go ahead with the idea at

the August meeting and if the foundation is still interested they will need to create a plan to bring

to the Board.

Staff Reports:

Finance/Human Resources Director: None

Athletic Director: Jason Schlieben has explored the idea of applying for a Rural Development

Grant for the Park District. The median income of Hampshire is too large to qualify for the

grant.

Program Supervisor: Stephanie Weber reported that the Park District now has a Facebook

Page.

Committee Reports:

Personnel and Administration: None

Planning: Commissioner Aaron Kelly is looking into ways to increase income even though the

referendum failed. Kelly suggests exploring the possibility of annexing Pingree Grove into the

Hampshire Township. Pingree Grove residents would be able to register for park District

program at resident rates if annexed. Kelly would also like to explore the possibility of running

the Recreation Center and pool at the Cambridge Lakes subdivision. The Board agrees with

Kelly to at least begin to explore the idea of the annexation since it can’t hurt anything. The

Board directed Whitehouse to draft a letter to submit to the Pingree Grove Village Board to

begin discussion of possible ways to expand recreational opportunities and programs for the

greater Hampshire/Pingree Grove community.

Budget and Finance: None

Public Relations and Ethics: None

Recreation and Programming: None

Old Business: None

New Business: Whitehouse requested approval of the Prevailing Wage Ordinance. The

ordinance will be in effect for laborers employed in Kane County performing construction of

public works. Arlene Larmon made a motion to approve Prevailing Wage Ordinance 11-03.

Seconded by Aaron Kelly. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain

Commissioner Aaron Kelly met with Whitehouse to discuss the possibility of applying for the

Pepsi Refresh Grant. Kelly would like to pursue the grant opportunity for a project at Bruce

Ream Park that fits parameters of the grant. Whitehouse suggested applying for the grant to

have an ADA standard accessible playground at Bruce Ream Park. Kelly stated this grant relies

heavily on social media as the grant winners are chosen by online votes. The park district would

need to create video and perhaps get NISRA involved. The board would like to go ahead with

applying for the grant. Commissioner Kelly also suggests working with NIU to setup an intern

program to help elivieate job duties and practice supervisory roles for staff. The Board would

like Whitehouse to explore the idea of an intern program with NIU.

Commissioner Arlene Larmon stated that the Port-a-Potty at the Dorothy Schmidt Park is an eye

sore for neighbors to the park. Larmon said no one is using it other than some children who are

playing in it. The board discussed different ideas to camouflage the Port-a-Potty. After

discussion the Board decided to have the Port-a-Potty removed to cut back on cost.

Executive Session: None

Adjournment: At 7:37 p.m., Aaron Kelly made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Arlene

Larmon. Motion passed by 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain.
